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During storm season, stay clear of downed power lines 
 
During Minnesota’s Severe Weather Awareness Week, April 17-21, Great River Energy and Red-
wood Electric Cooperative want to remind and educate everyone about the seasonal threats from 
severe weather and remind you that we are prepared to keep the power flowing to homes, farms 
and businesses.  
 
“Though most consumer-members experience very little time without electricity, we do see an in-

crease in disruption of electric service during severe weather,” said Mark Peterson, system opera-

tions manager for Great River Energy.  

“During severe weather, such as tornados, straight-line winds and hail, it’s important to be aware 

of your surroundings, and stay away from downed powerlines,” said Ron Horman.  “There is no 

way to tell if a power line is energized just by looking at it. We want to ensure all our members stay 

safe.” 

If you see a downed or sagging power line, there are a few things to keep in mind.  

Stay away from it and call 911 to report it 
immediately. There is no way to tell if a 
power line is energized just by looking at 
it. Always assume it can carry currents 
strong enough to kill. 

Never drive over a downed power line if it 
is blocking your driveway or road. Call 
911 to report it and find another route. 

Never touch anything that is also touching 
a power line, including trees with limbs 
caught in a power line. 

If a power line falls on your car or other-
wise contacts your vehicle, stay in your 
vehicle. Use your cell phone to call 911 
and wait for help to arrive. 

If you must exit your vehicle (due to fire), jump clear of the vehicle without touching it. Land with 
your feet together and shuffle away. 

When severe weather causes widespread damage, sometimes outages can be extended. Great 

River Energy and its 27 member-owner cooperatives and customers, including Redwood Electric 

Cooperative, work hard to restore your power quickly and safely. The first focus is on removing 

any threats to public safety, then following established priorities for making repairs that will restore 

the most members first.  

For more information and videos about how your power is restored, how to prepare an emergency 

kit, how to keep food fresh and more, visit greatriverenergy.com/restoring your power. 

https://greatriverenergy.com/learn/how-your-power-is-restored/


OUR OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED  

MONDAY MAY 29TH  
 

Line crews will be available 24/7 
for outages.   

Please call 888-251-5100 



Cogeneration Notice 
In compliance with Redwood Electric Cooperative's adopted rules re-

lating to cogeneration and small power production, Redwood Electric 

Cooperative is obligated to interconnect with and purchase electricity 

from congenators and small power producers, whom satisfy the condi-

tions as a quality facility.  

Redwood Electric is obligated to provide information free of charge to 

all interested members upon request regarding rates and interconnec-

tions requirements.  All interconnections require an application and 

approval to become qualifying facility. 

Any dispute over interconnections, sales, and purchases are subject to 

resolution by the Redwood Electric Cooperative Board.  Interested 

members should contact Redwood Electric Cooperative.  All Redwood 

Electric cogeneration information is located on our website in our  

NOVA portal.   

60 Pine St. Clements, MN 56224 
(507) 692-2214 

Outages: (888) 251-5100 
 

Email address: 
office@redwoodelectric.com 

 

Web: 
www.redwoodelectric.com 

 

Office Hours: 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
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STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 

Redwood Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity pro-

vider and employer.  If you wish to file a Civil Rights pro-

gram complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 

Program Discrimination Complaint Form found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or 

at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the 

form. You may also write a letter containing all of the in-

formation requested in the form. Send your completed 

complaint form or letter by mail to: 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudi-

cation, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 

D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at  

program.intake@usda.gov.  

 

April is National Safe Digging Month, a great reminder to al-
ways contact 811 before you dig! No matter how small your 

next home digging project is, remember to keep yourself and 
your community safe by contacting 811 to have the approxi-
mate location of buried utilities marked with paint or flags 

before breaking ground.  
Learn more at 811beforeyoudig.com.  

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
http://811beforeyoudig.com

